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• Provide an update to the Safer and Stronger Communities Overview & Scrutiny 
Committee in respect of road casualty performance in 2021 and 2022

• Provide an update of child casualties in County Durham

• Highlight current initiatives and outline objectives moving forward

Introduction



Background
• All road casualties resulting in personal injury are recorded by Durham 
Constabulary and shared with its partners. 

• This report details the road casualty performance of County Durham in the last  
2 years (2021 and 2022).

• Total injuries in 2022 were the second lowest on record, and only slightly higher 
than the lowest in 2020 despite that year’s performance being in part due to the 
impact of the Covid-19 lockdowns substantially reducing traffic volumes.

  2010-14 
average 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

All Road Users
Killed 20.4 9 19 19 15 16
Seriously Injured 171.6 154 214 152 180 191
Killed or Seriously Injured 192.0 163 233 171 195 207
Slightly Injured 1,381.0 919 702 497 499 471
All Casualties 1,573.0 1,082 935 668 694 678



Data Summary
In 2022 compared to 2021 casualty data:

• 2%  reduction in injuries across all categories.
• Increase from 180 to 191 serious injuries [11]
• Increase from 15 to 16 fatalities
• 5% reduction in light injuries [499 to 472]

• In terms of child casualties – 36% reduction in serious injuries [from 25 to 16], 
slight injuries remained relatively static [52 to 51], sadly however 1 child fatality.



Annual Comparison – 10 year review – All casualties
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County Durham Casualties by Severity 

2013 - 2022

Fatal Serious Slight

Casualty Severity 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Fatal 28 17 26 21 18 9 19 19 15 16
Serious 172 165 186 157 183 154 214 152 180 191
Slight 1168 1403 1030 998 1049 919 702 497 499 472
Total  1368 1585 1242 1176 1250 1082 935 668 694 679



Where are people injured in County Durham?

Year on year, injuries tend to occur in similar parts of the County, around the 
main urban centres including; 

• Durham City
• Peterlee
• Chester-le-Street
• Consett
• Stanley
• Bishop Auckland
• Newton Aycliffe
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Who is injured in County Durham?

2021



Who is injured in County Durham?

2022



Difference in Casualty Type by Age



Identification of Specific Groups



Causation Factors and the Fatal Four 

     

The Fatal 4 are key risk taking behaviours and actions that are often 
over-represented in road traffic collisions
     



Annual Comparison – 10 year review – child casualties
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County Durham Child Casualties 2013 - 2022

Fatal Serious Slight

  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Fatal 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Serious 24 24 23 18 18 16 34 14 25 16
Slight 110 228 105 149 123 104 61 53 52 51
Total 134 252 129 167 141 120 95 68 77 68



Education
• To enable schools to promote safer and considerate parking messages to 
parents/carers as well as encouraging active school journeys.

• Escalated approach, moving through various stages if more action is required.



Education



https://youtu.be/9zke85ns2Ak


Education
• Launched DCC Road Safety Team Facebook Page

• Opportunity to promote via social media the wide 
range of road safety activity undertaken by the 
Road Safety Team

• Promote road safety messages from partner 
agencies within the County Durham & Darlington 
Casualty Road Safety Partnership. 

       Like us @facebook.com/DCC Road Safety Team 



Target approach to 
persistent offenders. 
Operation Dragoon

Mobile Phones

Drink/Drug DrivingHGV/LGVs –
Operation Tramline

No insurance – 
Operation Tutelage

Nuisance Motorcycles – 
Operation Endurance

Seatbelts

Speeding

Enforcement

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiWja-4-vvkAhXD2-AKHYIHCmAQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durham.police.uk%2FInformation-and-advice%2FPages%2FCleveland-and-Durham-Specialist-Operation-Unit.aspx&psig=AOvVaw1fA8UMfhFmrwjwQPHBrVSg&ust=1570050068853119
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiz65qr-_vkAhXx1uAKHZK1A1IQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fdurhamconstabulary%2Fvideos%2F9-vehicles-seized-as-operation-dragoon-hits-spennymoor%2F1667490486662895%2F&psig=AOvVaw2t7dfk18teJ-BzV9RmjJ3M&ust=1570050299554361


Undertaking road safety audits

The analysis of 
casualty data

Implementing low-level highway 
improvements and local safety schemes

Identifying proportionate and 
suitable strategies for reducing 
speeds and addressing community 
concerns

Evaluating new developments

Engineering



 

 Undertake annual casualty analysis

 Measure the effectiveness of road safety initiatives

 Monitor casualty data

 Record casualty data at an area level with particular reference to 
children and other vulnerable road users

Evaluation



County Durham and Darlington Road Safety 
Partnership (Strategic & Delivery Groups)

• Durham County Council
• Darlington Borough Council
• Durham Constabulary
• Durham Police and Crime Commissioner 
• County Durham Fire & Rescue Service
• National Highways
• Public Health



Road Safety Great Britain – North East

Representatives:

• 12 Local Authorities
• 3 Police Forces
• 4 Fire and Rescue Teams and 
• Highways England



Aim to maintain a downward trend in casualties and severity across all 
road user groups

Objectives moving forward

Specifically target those road user groups over-represented in casualty statistics

Improve safety for all highway users



Thank You

Angela Redmond - Road Safety Manager
angela.redmond@durham.gov.uk


